
@gsosw_astronomyclub

Our goal this year is to get 
outside and look at the sky! 
To make it more fun, each month 
we will have a Stargazing Challenge. 
Every Astronomy Club member who takes that
month's challenge and sends a picture to our
Instagram or email by the 21st day of the month
will receive a star patch and small prize.

OCTOBER CHALLENGE: MARS!
We'll start things off easy! Mars is at its                   
brightest this month until September 2035
so we don't want to miss it. See it with a
telescope, binoculars or just your eyes.
Extra prize points if you find one 
of the other October Celestial 
objects listed on your Sky Map.

SPACE GIRLS GAZETTE

GIRL SCOUTS OF OREGON AND SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON

WE NEED YOU!
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We invite you to join us as we explore the wonders of 
space from the safety of our own backyards.
Girl Scouts of all ages are welcome. The program includes the
monthly Space Girls Gazette newsletter and Sky Map mailings,
monthly stargazing challenges, virtual telescope workshops,
astronomy videos, at-home activities, telescope loan program
(metro area only), stargazing journal, planisphere, patches, vinyl
stickers and MORE! Club dues are $30 for the year.

The GSOSW Astronomy Club is a girl and
volunteer-led program that brings together Girl
Scouts who love learning new things, making new
friends and exploring all things "space." Following
training at NASA as part of the GSUSA "Reach for
the Stars" program, the GSOSW Astronomy Club
was established by Ambassador Girl Scouts Erin
and Makena two years ago for older girls in the
Portland area. Last year the program grew to
include satellite clubs in the Willamette Valley.
With our new "at home" program, we are excited to
expand and welcome Girl Scouts of all ages from
all regions of our council to join this year. 
It's going to be a BLAST!

YOU DON'T WANT TO MISS THIS!

Email gsoswastronomyclub@gmail.com OR text/call Kris @ 503-572-3904 to join.
Dues can be paid by mailing cash/check or online via Paypal 

OCTOBER 2020

The GSOSW Astronomy Club is coming to you this year!

It's going to be a stellar year. We can't wait for you to join us!

gsoswastronomyclub@gmail.com

Join the Space Girls Gazette Crew!
Volunteer to help write a column,
make a puzzle or draw a picture!

Email gsoswastronomyclub@gmail.com to learn more!

STARGAZING CHALLENGE ABOUT US
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Throughout the month, Venus will rise a few
hours before dawn and shine very bright in the
east sky relatively close to the horizon. 
Mars is in a close orbit to Earth (it's the closest it
will be for the next 15 years!). Only 38,586,816
miles away, it is very visible in the sky. It’s near
the moon and very bright with a reddish tint.
Mars will be brighter than Jupiter and will be
visible all night every night this month.
Jupiter will be good to view in early evenings
and Saturn will be visible nearby, about a palm-
width away to the left. Together with the Moon,
Jupiter and Saturn will make a triangle.
The peak of the Orionids meteor shower is on
Oct. 21 and best visible near Orion before dawn. 
Halloween will be extra spooky this year with a
full moon called the Hunter's Blue Moon. You
won't see that again for another 20 years!

by Erin
Hi! This is Erin and I can't wait
to explore space with you!
There is so much for us to talk
about and learn! As a club member, each month
you will receive a printed copy of the Sky Map. This
is a great resource to use with your planisphere,
binoculars and telescope to explore the night sky.
I'll also include an overview in the newsletter and
post videos online to help you learn even more!

So what’s in the sky this month?
October is a fickle month for stargazing. Sometimes
it’s sunny days with clear nights and other times it’s
nothing but rain. But if we get a clear night sky,
make sure to go out and enjoy it!

by Makena
Hi all, it's Makena! This column is all about
leadership and I am excited to share my experience
and knowledge with you. This month I want to talk
about confidence and advocating for what you
believe in. Knowing all of your facts and using your
voice IS KEY. To build your confidence, breathe and
visualize how you want your best self to be. Practice
feeling confident starting with little things and
building up from there. You will make mistakes, but
that's part of the process. It is so important to have a
good sense of self and believe in your capabilities. 
I struggled with confidence and I built it up by “faking
it 'til I made it.” Even if I wasn't sure or felt nervous, 
I exhibited confidence. That helped me build up real
confidence over time. I’m so excited to see you
use your confidence and voice! YOU GOT THIS!

Ready to take your backyard stargazing 
to the next level? 

Borrow a beginner telescope!
Available to club members in the metro area. 

(Includes sanitizing and contact-free delivery.)
Email gsoswastronomyclub@gmail.com 

to reserve one today!

Rain or Shine
via Zoom

TELESCOPE LOAN PROGRAM

(Portland metro area only)

FOCUS

Beginner Stargazing
Workshop
with Erin

Saturday, November 28
Are you ready to become a backyard stargazer?
Join other Astronomy Club members for this fun

workshop to learn how to get started! 
Look for details in the November newsletter

SKY WATCH LEADERSHIP LAUNCHPAD

AT HOME ACTIVITY

7p.m.

Observe the sky for several nights in a row. Pick
an object that sticks out to you (not sun or moon)
Create a tool to measure the movement of the
object. It can be your hand, a ruler, or something
you build. It's up to you!
Measure the object for three consecutive nights.
Standing in the same spot each night, use the tool
to track your object's movement within the field of
space you see (like your backyard). Be creative
and use a tracking method that makes sense to
you. Your goal is not to track distance but the
direction of movement.
Draw a picture of the visible sky and mark the
object's location in different colors each night.
What pattern do you see?

Celestial Object Boogie
Creatively use a tool to measure how an object, like a
bright star or planet, moves through space. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

 Watch Erin guide you through the activity here!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufXh2sfU2IM&feature=youtu.be

