
Judge Adrienne Nelson
2015 Marie Lamfrom Woman of Distinction

Judge Adrienne Nelson was appointed to the 
bench in 2006, making her the second African 
American female judge in the state of Oregon. 
Prior to her judicial appointment, she worked as 
a public defender with Multnomah Defenders, 
Inc., an associate with Bennett, Hartman, Morris 
and Kaplan, LLP law �rm and as the Senior 
Attorney/Coordinator of the Portland State 
University Student Legal and Mediation 
Services.

Judge Nelson is an active speaker and mentor, 
and serves on several professional and 
community boards and committees, including 
the American Bar Association (ABA) Standing 
Committee on Public Education Advisory 
Commission, the Self-Enhancement, Inc. (SEI) 
Board of Directors and the Girl Scouts Beyond 
Bars Advisory Board as Chair.

She was honored for her leadership in 2014
at the Portland State University Center for 
Women’s Leadership Eighth Annual 
Women’s Leadership Luncheon.

"Girl Scouts continues to be a powerful force 
for equality, leadership and positive change.  
As a result of my participation in Girl Scouts, I 
learned that I was capable of doing more than I 
ever imagined.  Who knew then that I would 
become the second Black female judge in 
Oregon's history?"
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